The October 28-29, 2010 General Business Meeting of the Florida Board of Massage Therapy was held at the Marriott Tampa Airport Hotel in  Tampa, Florida.
At this meeting we welcomed incoming BOMT Executive Director, Anthony Jusevitch and newly assigned Board Counsel, Jamie Liang, Esq.

Members Present: Karen Ford, LMT, Chair, Bridget Burke-Wammack, LMT, V-Chair, Amy Hagen, LMT, Lydia Nixon, LMT, Robert Smallwood, LMT,  Lisa Oliver, Consumer Member, William Stoehs, Consumer Member.
Staff Present: Anthony Jusevitch, Executive Director, Paula Mask, Program Operations Administrator; Brandi Hignight, Regulatory Specialist II

Board Counsel: Jaime Liang, Esquire

Department Prosecuting Attorney: Sam DiConcilio

Others Present: Judy Rivenbark, M.D., Medical Director-Professionals Resource Network, Inc.

The Florida State Massage Therapy Association was represented by Ralph Russ (State President), Frank Ansel (State Treasurer), Joanna Godwin (Brevard Chapter President), Ron Stephens (Liability Insurance Liaison) and Maureen Gilbert (BOMT Liaison).

Also represented: AMTA-FL Chapter (American Massage Therapy Association- Florida), NCBTMB (National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork; FSMTB (Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards; AFMTE ( Alliance for Massage Therapy Education. Several massage therapy schools were represented including instructors and/or owners. FLAME (Florida Association of Massage Education)  met for lunch on Thursday 10/29.

To view the Minutes of the October 28-29, 2010 BOMT Meeting, please follow this link: http://www.doh.state.fl.us/MQA/massage/ma_minutes.html

A Few Highlights...


Board Chair, Karen Ford reported that a Monitor/Mentoring Program is needed for conditional licensed persons and also disciplinary cases. Ms. Ford have been working with FSMTA to develop a pool of licensees to be monitors.  Teresa Matthews volunteered to be the first LMT monitor for this program. Please read Teresa's article in this Massage Message for more details and consider volunteering to be part of this valuable program.


Ms. Ford is also a regular columnist for the FSMTA Massage Message and the AMTA-FL Journal. 


BOMT Board members will review Chapter 480, F.S., in its entirety for possible amendments to be submitted for the 2012 legislative session.  A motion passed to amend 480.033(6), F.S. to reflect Colon "Hydrotherapy' in lieu of Colon "Irrigation" for the 2012 session. FSMTA Tallahassee Team, Janet Mabry, Allison Carvajal and Paul Lambert will continue to keep track of bills and amendments during the 2011 session to help protect our scope of practice. Scott Hartsfield, FSMTA Legislative Committee Chair will keep us posted and will work on coordinating with all parties to present possible amendments for the 2012 legislative session.


Executive Director,  Anthony Jusevitch advised the board that a new ULA campaign will be developed involving all the boards in the unlicensed activity program. The unlicensed activity liaison, Lydia Nixon, will be working with Lucy Gee, Director, Division of Medical Quality Assurance. According to the MQA annual report, arrests were made in 17 different professions relating to unlicensed activities; more than half of those were related to massage therapy. The criminal component figures are always surprising, more surprising is the fact that most of those cases are not prosecuted. A new ULA campaign is definitely in order.


Results of Administrative Proceedings, Disciplinary Proceedings, Voluntary Relinquishments, Determination of Waivers, Settlement Agreements, Massage Therapist Applications, Petition for Declaratory Statement, and Petition for Variance and Waver, Compliance and Probation Review case results  may be found in the minutes.


FSMTB is developing a data base reporting fraudulent schools.  Bob Smallwood has been appointed to represent the board on the FSMTB Task Force. 

Insurance Fraud Task Force: Mr. Smallwood gave a verbal report concerning the major insurance companies forming a task force to combat insurance fraud. Vivian Madison-Mahoney is organizing this task force and the Board voted Mr. Smallwood to represent the board. 


Additional Note not from this meeting: Dayl Kumpa and other members of the Reflexology Association of America requested a declaratory statement taking Reflexology out of the scope of practice for massage therapy.  The Board determined that Reflexology is within the massage scope of practice and therefore a Florida Massage License is required to perform Reflexology. Ms. Kumpa appealed the BOMT decision.  On October 19, 2010 the courts upheld the decision of the BOMT - a massage license is required to perform Reflexology in Florida.


Changes to the following applications were approved: Massage Therapist, Massage Establishment, Apprentice, School and Colonics. Please check with the BOMT for the latest version of these applications before submitting. Mr. Jusevitch reported some additional good news regarding applications, all forms should be accessable to be completed on line by December 2010. Transfer of Credit form changes were approved at the last meeting. The Pro Bono forms were also changed and one added to allow for pre-approval for Natural/Disaster services. Bob Smallwood emphasized that charity events are NOT covered under the pro bono services rule.

 Rules Liaison, Bridget Burke-Wammack and Board Counsel Jamie Liang, Esq. reported that the board opened 8 rules for development and one new rule proposed. Proposed changes were discussed and either approved or tabled until the next meeting.

Rule 64B7-25.004, F.A.C., Endorsements
Action Taken: The board added language advising endorsement applicants may receive the mandatory statutory education requirements via a board approved school or by a Florida approved continuing education provider.

Rule 64B7-28.009, F.A.C., Continuing Education
Action Taken: Since the proposed language was a substantial rewrite of the rule, the consensus of the board was to allow Ms. Liang, Ms. Burke-Wammack and Mr. Jusevitch to redraft and reformat for the next board meeting.
Rule 64B7-28.0095, F.A.C., Continuing Education for Pro Bono Services

Action Taken: The Board delegated authority for Mr. Smallwood to review and approve the rule and forms. 
Rule 64B7-28.010, F.A.C., Requirements for Board Approval of Continuing Education Programs

Action Taken: Substantial rewrite. Mr. Jusevitch and Ms. Liang will develop the revised language. The board by consensus requested Mr. Smallwood to perform the final review and approve if appropriate. Ms. Liang will follow through with rulemaking if Mr. Smallwood approves the rule.
Rule 64B7-32.003, F.A.C., Minimum Requirements for Board Approved Massage Schools 

Action Taken: The board reviewed and accepted removing (1)(c) regarding faculty credentials and (4)(b) regarding faculty changes. ALSO... be advised that a pass/fail rate for first time takers of exams is now required for schools to maintain Board approval.
Rule 64B7-32.004, F.A.C., Standards for Transfer of Credit

Action Taken: Changes approved.

Mr. Jusevitch recommended and the Board approved the following rules be opened for development: Rules 64B7-32.003, 25.0011, 29.001, 32.002 and a new rule for display of documents. 
64B7-25.0011, Colonic Irrigation Application Deadline. Mr. Jusevitch and Ms. Liang will develop language regarding the NBCHT examination.

64B7-29.001 Definitions – Mr. Jusevitch and Ms. Liang will develop language concerning if a sponsoring massage therapist for apprenticeship programs can have previous discipline. He explained the Board in January 2003 decided a licensee with previous discipline would not be able to serve as a sponsor for an apprentice

Proposed New rule: Ms. Liang and Mr. Jusevitch advised they will develop language regarding display of documents and posting a photo to the massage therapist license. This language will be presented at the next meeting.


Important: The rule changes above are not final yet. The approved changes must continue through the rule making process required by law. "Rulemaking" is defined as the adoption, amendment or repeal of a rule. In its simplest form, rulemaking consists of drafting the rule text, providing notice to the public, accepting public comment and filing the rule for adoption. After all the steps have been followed the amendment becomes part of the Florida Administrative Code. The Florida Administrative Code (FAC) is the official compilation of administrative rules for the state of Florida. You may track the progress at https://www.flrules.org/Default.asp  - a change is not final until it is posted as 'final', the chart will reflect the effective date, that date will be added to the history notes at the bottom of each rule. You may then scroll up to rule view and print yourself a copy.  And now you know the rest of the rules story.....

Next BOMT Meeting Date:
January 27 – 28, 2011
- Orlando

Respectfully submitted by Maureen Gilbert, BOMT Liaison
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